

The Little Moralists London, 1786 haskoll collection, the bodleian library Octavo 


Uiepherdefs as 


Ctinclujioto. 
beings of an 


' E F O R E T take my farewell of my 
pretty little readers, they will per- 
mit me to make fome general and per-- 1 
haps ufefol remarks on a few of the in- 
cidents contained in this Hiftory of the 
Little Moralifts. 

When we compare the chara&er of 
Mafter Simpfon with that of Amintor 
and Florella, the pretty little fhepherd 
and fhepherdefs of the Vale of Evelham, 
a very remarkable contrail ftrikes us. 
In Mafter Simpfon we fee the true child 
of fortune, who, like many others in 
the fame fituation, looked on poverty as 
a crime, and confidered a fhepherd an 

Ihepherdeis 


- and born only to promote his 
& convenience, without having any 
- in. E or claim to the comforts or enjoy- 

^On the 'other hand, though Fortune 
hath denied our Little Moralitts an abun- 
Jaace of wealth, yet Nature feemed to 
fere made ample _ amends, in giving 
them a genius, which it was not m the 
power of Fortune to purchafe, And 
here, my fweet readers, let me obferve 
to you, that if you will but be. at the 
pains to examine into the different cha- 
rafters that prefent themfelves to your 
obfervation, you will learn this very 
Eland important truth, that mortals 
are more upon a level than in general 
you are apt to imagine. Ee not fur- 
prized, my pretty readers, that I fliould 
advance a matter that may, at ftrft fight, 
appear to you beyond your comprehen- 
sion; but as I wifti to diveft you of 
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